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“Sharing one issue with an entire generation is amazing.

Watching the largest generation in America transcend gender, race, and socio-economics,

to develop a shared vision for the future—and then work to implement and achieve that vision—is extraordinary.” 

—Dr. Mark Wilson, High School Principal of the Year
Doing the Write Thing with the Right Message

The High School Principal of the Year + Students in Georgia and New York + the Mississippi State SAE Chapter + DARIUS GOES WEST =
Inspiring Our Largest Generation to Answer a Call to Action 

The Call to Action—Extraordinary: how Dr. Mark Wilson, High School Principal of the Year, will spend 2009.
In addition to meeting President Barak Obama and traveling across the nation, Dr. Wilson will share his school’s culture of service and the “power to act” with an entire generation of middle and high school students. The “Write America” campaign, which was conceived, organized, and will soon be implemented by his students, will empower students nationwide, underscoring the importance of service while fostering the power to act.
The issue being shared via the “Write America” campaign?  
Enter the award-winning documentary Darius Goes West (DGW) and its “KNOW ABOUT!” school program, which have motivated the United States’ largest generation of children and young adults to promote diversity and equality, and "pay it forward" to help others. 

Darius Weems, the focus of the film, has Duchenne muscular dystrophy (DMD)—the number one genetic killer of young people in the world. DGW follows Darius on a cross-country trip to have his wheelchair customized on MTV’s “Pimp My Ride.” En route, he and his friends witness the kindness that is prevalent across the United States, experience the hurdles facing people with disabilities, and redefine the stereotypes of living and dying.
Audiences worldwide have responded with bellowing laughs and jubilant tears. The laughter, tears, and themes of friendship, doing the right thing, and trying something new, are the reasons Dr. Wilson’s students wanted to make DGW the focus of the “Write America” campaign. They’ve met Darius. To many, he’s a hero.
The Write Thing—February 12, 2009: “Write America” Campaign launch date.

· Morgan County High School students will hand-write letters to every high school in the U.S.   
· MCHS’s student-led campaign inspired Jamesville Dewitt Middle School (near Syracuse, NY), I.S. 528 (New York City), and I.S. 109 (Queens Village, NY) students to write letters to every middle school. 
· Savannah (GA) Country Day School will write letters to every private middle and high school. 
· The Mississippi State University Chapter of the SAE Fraternity will write 200+ letters to every SAE chapter. 

The students’ letters will include a request to support the award-winning documentary Darius Goes West and the “KNOW ABOUT IT” school program, and will be sent with a DVD of DGW, and additional information. 
The Right Message—To date, students supporting DGW and “KNOW ABOUT IT!” have raised over $100,000 for (DMD) research and have helped raise awareness of DMD and Americans with disabilities. 
Most Important—Students learn that they each have the power to act and create change. Adults have learned that these students possess more compassion than that which they are typically credited—and that the students are eager to answer a call to action. Sometimes they just need to be asked. 






